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Welcome to 

World History and Geography

Chad Fulk       cfulk@hpsk12.net
517-699-3326 (work)       517-290-6465
Online Book- go to wh.glencoe.com User name GWH2005 password 2uje7equ
Welcome to World History! This semester we will be covering from prehistory (before anything was written down!!) through about the Scientific Revolution. That means throughout the next 18 weeks everything you learn will happen before the world was truly “global”. 

Our class goal?:

General Overview of course material

Trimester 1

Unit 1 The Ancient World

Unit 2 Transitioning to Empire

Unit 3 End of Classic Empires

Unit 4 Connections
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More than one way to look at a story…

There is more than one way to look at the lives we live.  This year we will look at many different perspectives.    It is not as simple as reading the textbook.  Instead, we have to look at these events through local, regional, and global “lenses” as well as both primary and secondary sources.  By looking at our past through multiple perspectives, we will try to gain further insight into these world experiences.  

What makes studying history different than studying other subjects? What can make learning about the past difficult? 

Incorporated into all of the “facty” knowledge history can hold, we will also focus on reading and writing skills, understanding cultural and social issues that coincided with the political and economic issues and connecting it all with current day issues. We also will spend a lot of time becoming “critical thinkers” and analyzing all sorts of data.  

Skills we will spend time on this year: critical reading, persuasive writing, essay formats, research skills, referencing skills, thesis formation, evaluative thinking and critical decision making
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Requirements

· The number one most important requirement is that you be here, both physically and mentally. Each day we will build off of the day before, so missing one day can really hurt you. We will also be using “Weekly Plan Sheets”. You will need to fill these out daily and will receive points for them. More on these later.
· Most days that you come into this classroom there will be an introductory activity for you to have completed within the first five minutes of class. This will go in the notebook that I will pick up for in class points. It is expected that you will go right to your seat and begin the assignment right away. 

· We will often have classroom discussions that are based on either a reading or homework assignment. Therefore it is very important you do the reading, the questions or whatever assignment I have given you. 

· We will randomly evaluate your learning from the introductory activity or the homework by using the hot seats. We will draw several names and you will be required to discuss what was read/assigned. 

· You should ALWAYS study for upcoming assessments. We can practice study skills and what it means to study for a test. 

· The last requirement that I really want to emphasize is that you come to class with the understanding that you are here to learn. Bring your notebook and a pencil and your book everyday, as well as any material you were asked to complete outside of class. We work as a team and if someone isn’t prepared, it slows us all down. Oh, yeah, and learning? It is supposed to be FUN!!! I will do my best to keep it that way but I really need your help. 

· Keep an organized notebook: you need either a notebook and folder OR a binder. In this you will keep: daily activities and notes, handouts, homework assignments and other materials. You will need to keep this organized because they will be picked up on test days as well as random journal checks. 

Policies

Late work/making up tests and quizzes: You have one full day to make up any assignments if you have an excused absence. For example, if you miss Tuesday, work that was due Tuesday is due for you on Wednesday. Also, any work assigned for Wednesday is due Thursday for you (assuming you come back to get it!!). 

** REMEMBER TO ASK FOR MISSING WORK. Ask people for notes or homework questions. USE THE LATEWORK CALENDAR also to find this important info. 

** Any assignment not turned in on time can still be turned in for late (points will be taken off, but anything is better than nothing!. 

** If you miss a test or quiz, plan on coming in at lunch or immediately after school or before school the day you return to make it up. Not doing so may result in a zero. 

Notebooks/Journals/Binders (whatever you wish to call them): Each time before we take a quiz, your notebooks will be due. If notebooks are not turned in before the quiz they are considered late and in being late they are marked down 25% each day until they are turned in. Notebooks are all of your work for the unit and are usually worth a lot of points. Each answer on your handout must also have a page number or some sort of reference to where you found the answer. If you do not reference the answer it will not be counted. EXAMPLE: On page 836, under the heading “A New Plan” I found that …
Maps: We will use a lot of maps in this class. All maps must be labeled and colored. If your map is not colored the full credit will not be given. I have a very limited supply of colored pencils and crayons for you to use but you may want to have a set for yourself.
Weekly Plan Sheets: Weekly Plan Sheets will be used to remind you of what we did during the week. They should be completely filled out. If you are absent you must write in what we did that day that you missed. Writing “absent” or “I wasn’t here” will not count and you will not receive credit for that point. If you take the Weekly Plan Sheet home and have it signed by a parent or guardian, you will receive one point extra credit. With 18 weeks in a semester, you have a chance to gain 18 points extra credit by talking to your parents about what we do in class.
Food: There is absolutely NO food or colored drink in carpeted areas of the school. Since this room is carpeted there is no food or colored drink allowed in this room. Water is ok.

Cell phones: As it states in your handbook, cell phones, ipods, or any other electronic device is to not be used anywhere other than the commons area during the school day. This is your warning. There are NO cell phones are headphones allowed in the classroom. If I SEE them they will be taken and given to Mr. B. and your parents will have to come and pick them up for you. 
Discipline: We will create rules and consequences as a class. In general, breaking school rules will result in a call home, detention, etc. 

Bathroom passes: You will be given 6 passes on a sheet. These are your only 6 for the entire semester. If you lose them, you are in trouble. So, put your name on them and keep them safe. Others may try to steal yours.  

Tardies: You are marked tardy if you are not in your seat when the bell rings. Three tardies equals an absence. I don’t like to waste class time waiting for people to get here. Remember, three tardies could also a mean a call home! 
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Extra help: I am available in the morning before school (I am usually here by 7 or so). If you need to discuss an issue or just want some extra help on something, feel free to ask. Please schedule a time to meet with me when I can give you my full attention. 

Extra Credit: I strongly encourage all of you to look for outside material to supplement your learning! Books and movies are great sources and I give extra credit to any extra material you read or watch for the unit we are studying. 

Special circumstances: Please contact me if you need extra time or help on any assignment. You can reach me at the number listed at the top of this syllabus till about 10:00pm. You can also text me if you have a quick question or e-mail me if you have a more in depth question. 

Grading

Your grade will be based on your total points.  Each assignment or task will have a point value. Tests -  around 50 pts,  DBQs =  20 pts.  At the end of the marking period, the grades will be curved based on the highest class grade. For example, out of a totally 600 possible points, the highest score is 587. Therefore, the total possible points then becomes 587. The grading scale is as follows:

93.5-100 = A





69.5 – 73.4 = C-

89.5-93.4 = A-





67.5 – 69.4 = D+

87.5-89.4= B+





63.5- 67.4 = D

83.5-87.4 = B





59.5 – 63.4 = D- 

79.5-83.4 = B-





59.4 and below = failing

77.5 – 79.4 = C+

73.5 – 77.4 = C

We will have some assignments in class that you will keep in your journal/notebook. 

Your grade is for you, it is an indicator of effort, participation, understanding of material, and time spent studying and paying attention. Your grade is not indicative of what you can achieve. 

The final exam for this class will be 20 PERCENT of your final grade. It is extremely important that you feel prepared and learn things from the whole trimester. Memorizing things just until we take the unit test will not work!!!!
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Why study History and Geography?


World History and Geography tells the story of how humans have lived, quarreled, created, invented, inspired, and shaped the world that we live in today.  Learning about history gives clarity to current world events.  For example, to understand the constant turmoil in the Middle East requires the learner to be aware of the hundreds of years of Middle Eastern history- maybe even thousands of years!  In essence, a thoughtful study of history should help civilizations, world leaders, and the common, everyday person to prevent the same mistake from happening more than once.  The lessons that we may learn from world events may well apply to our personal lives.  These historical lessons can deepen our understanding of other groups of people while creating opportunities to apply these lessons to our interactions with those who are different from us. Soon, because of technology you will be dealing with people from around the world on an everyday basis. You will need to know something about their culture and history to be able to conduct business successfully with them.





What do you think is a positive reason that we should study history and geography? Do you think world history is as important as United States history? 








	











Lego Darth Vader





Your report card








