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Unit 1 beginnings- about 300 AD/CE 

Power point overview 

 

1. How did the change from homo erectus to homo sapiens impact the development and travel of humans? 

(after slide 6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does it mean to “domesticate” something? Give an example of something that is domesticated 

today and something that is not. (after slide 20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Explain how human beings transitioned from being hunter-gatherers to living in civilizations. Use all of 

the following words in your explanation: domestication, farming, food surplus, population growth, job 

specialization, government, religion, art, writing/language, and cities. (after slide 32) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Look at the map on slide 33. Why do you think civilizations developed where they did? Brainstorm at 

least 3 reasons.  

 

 

 

 



5. Throughout this unit, there are two main developments, population growth and network building. List 

both the causes and the consequences of population growth and then pick one in each category you think 

is most important and explain why. 

 

Causes of population growth Consequences of population growth  

  

  

  

  

  

Most important and why: 

 

 

 

 

 

Most important and why: 

 

 

6. List the types of expanding networks in this era. What was the overall impact of these networks? Give 

specific examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Construct a narrative timeline (no years required!!) starting with the development of homo sapians and 

ending with empires. How did human society change during this era? (at end of powerpoint) 

 

Homo sapiens 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

 ________________________ 

 ________________________ 

 ________________________ 

 _writing/language   ________ 

 ________________________ 

 ________________________ 

 

  ___________________________ 

  expanding networks here (such as religion, routes, empires and writing) 

Empires 

 

 

8. Based on ALL of this information, what do you predict we will learn about first?  

 

 


